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TAGS: ECIN, PFOR, LAFTA, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE INTEREST IN THE ANDEAN PACT 
REF SANTIAGO 6272 

JL EMBASSY HAS INFORMALLY ENQUIRED OF SENIOR OFFICIALS OF 
MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AND ECONOMY ABOUT ARGENTINE 
INTEREST IN ANDEAN PACT. ONE OF THOSE CONSULTED WAS SUBSECRET ARIO 
FERNANDO LERENA (MINISTRY OF ECONOMY), WHO RECENTLY MET WITH THE 
JUNTA IN LIMA. THEY INFORMED US THAT ARGENTINA NOT RPT NOT 
INTERESTED IN FULL MEMBERSHIP IN ANDEAN PACT. THEY TOLD US THAT 
THEY ARE QUITE INTERESTED IN SOME PRAGMATIC FORM OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE PACT, WHICH WOULD BENEFIT BOTH. THE JOINT ANDEAN-ARGENTINE 
COMMISSION IS NOW STUDYING THE POSSIBILITIES, AND THE RECENT 
MEETING OF ARGENTINE TECHNICAL EXPERTS WITH THE JUNTA IN LIMA HAS 
LED TO ANOTHER ROUND OF NEWSPAPER SPECULATION HERE ABOUT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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POSSIBLE ARGENTINE MEMBERSHIP. 
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2. WE SPECULATE THAT THE FACT THAT THE ARGENTTNE-BR AZTT.TAN 
JOINT TRADE COMMITTEE IS MEETING SOON MAY HAVE SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH THE PRESS STORIES ON AN ANRGENTINE "RAPPROCHEMENT" 
TO THE ANDEANS . DECON 10/18/75. 

HIT I. 
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